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Joachim WUERMELING, avamAnpopotikd HEAN TG ZVVELEVOTC.

O exnpodcmmog ™G KuPEpvnong e OALavoiag TpocsBétel Oti, peAlovTikd, dev Ba Tpémetl va
amokAelsOel | duvatdtnta angvbeiog ekAoyng tov [Ipoédpov g Evponaikng Exttponng and
TOVG gVPMTOiIOVG TOAlTES. O ekmpOo®MTOC TNG KLPEPYNONG g OAhavdiog Bewpel OTL 1 eKAOYT
tov and t0 Evponaikd KowvoBovAlo Ba amotehovce Tpog 10 Tapdv £va oNUOVTIKO TPAOTO
Prpo.
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Contribution to the Convention on the Future of the European Union

After three months of intensive discussion in the Convention, the general debate is nearing its end.
We agree with the many speakers who have demanded that we should strive for further integration
in areas which Europe can only together tackle effectively. But when discussing possible further
competencies for the Union we have to simultaneously address the question of how the European

institutions will carry out these tasks.

We should not address the different aspects of the necessary reform of the European Union in a
piecemeal approach. We have to weigh the impact of each aspect of reform on the whole
institutional architecture. A wider debate on institutional reform has already begun, with President
Jacques Chirac, Prime Minister Tony Blair, and Prime Minister José Maria Aznar having made an
interesting proposal to elect a President of the European Council. It is time to carry this debate into

the Convention, where it belongs.

We need to increase the effectiveness and democratic legitimacy of the European institutions. In
order to achieve this goal we have to make the work of the Council and of the European Council
more effective (i.a., by extending qualified majority-voting), increase the role of the European

Parliament (i.a., by generally using the co-decision procedure), and strengthen the executive role

and increase the democratic legitimacy of the European Commission.

In order to achieve the latter, we propose that the President of the European Commission should be
elected by the European Parliament. Our aim is to strengthen the political accountability of the
European Commission. We strongly believe that the President of the Commission needs to have a

stronger democratic legitimacy.

The different aspects of this proposal need to be carefully thought through and have to be seen in
relation to each other. Our goal should be to create stronger, more democratic, and more effective
European institutions within a balanced architectural system. We believe that it is urgent that the

Convention starts debating these issues.
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