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A SINGLE LEGAL PERSONALITY FOR THE EUROPEAN UNION
 
At present, the European Union does not have an explicit 
legal personality, although the European Community, 
included within the European Union, is a subject of 
international law. All too often this leads to confusion 
regarding the European system, both in relations with 
States which are not members of the Union and among 
Europeans themselves.  
 
Noting this fact, the Working Group on Legal Personality 
makes the following recommendations: 
��the European Union must explicitly have a legal 

personality; 
��this new personality must replace the existing legal 

personalities; 
��the Working Group therefore advocates a single 

legal personality for the European Union. 
 
By becoming a subject of international law, the 
European Union would technically be able to represent 
Europe, sign treaties, go to and be summoned to court, 

and become a member of international organisations. The 
result could be greater clarity in relations with the rest of 
the world, increased effectiveness and legal certainty and 
more effective action. However, these possibilities do not 
prejudge the conclusions of the Working Group on 
External Action. 
 
On the other hand, the Working Group considered that 
the creation of a single legal personality for the European 
Union made possible the merging of the different 
treaties governing Europe. The merging of the treaties 
may lead to the strengthening of European identity and 
greater clarity of the European system to citizens. 
 
Finally, if the principle of the merging of the treaties is 
accepted, it will be possible to reorganise them. 
 
Therefore a constitutional treaty is a possible option. 
 

 

A  s in g le  le g a l p e rs o n a lity  fo r th e  E u ro p e a n  U n io n : th e  E u ro p e a n  
U n io n  a c q u ire s  a  le g a l p e rs o n a lity  w h ic h  re p la c e s  th e  e x is tin g  le g a l 
p e rso n a lit ie s .

• G re a te r  
e ffe c tive n e s s  a n d  
le g a l c e rta in ty

• C le a re r  to  th e  
re s t o f th e  w o rld

• C le a re r to  
c itiz e n s  

• S tro n g e r 
E u ro p e a n  
id e n tity

C u rre n t s itu a tio n  
• a m b ig u ïty

• v a g u e  id e n tity

• l im ite d  le g a l c a p a c ity

O p in io n  o f th e  W o rk in g  
G ro u p

It  m a y  b e  e n v is a g e d  
th a t th e  E u ro p e a n  U n io n  
w o u ld :
• R e p re s e n t E u ro p e
• S ig n  tre a tie s
• G o  to  co u r t
• B e c om e  a  m e m b e r o f 
in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n s
I f  th e  S ta te s  s o  d e s ire

E u ro p e a n  U n io n

E u ro p e a n  
C o m m u n ity

B ro a d  fra m e w o rk  o f 
p o litic a l co o rd in a tio n  
w ith o u t e s ta b lis h e d  le ga l 
e x is te n ce

S u b -u n it w ith a  le g a l 
p e rs o n a lity

T h e  d iffe re n t tre a tie s  
g o ve rn in g  E u ro p e  m a y  b e  
m e rg e d

A  c o n s titu tio n a l tre a ty  fo r 
E u ro p e m a y th e n  b e  
e n v isa g e d


