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1. On the basis of the principles and objectives referred to in Article 1 of this Title, the

European Council shall identify the strategic interests and objectives of the Union.

European Council decisions on the strategic interests and objectives of the Union may relate

to foreign policy and to other areas of the external action of the Union.  Such decisions may

concern the relations of the Union with a specific country or region or may be thematic in

approach.  They shall define their duration, and the means to be made available by the Union

and the Member States.

The European Council shall act unanimously on a proposal from the Council.  The Council

proposal shall be adopted by the Council by a qualified majority on the basis of

recommendations by the Union Minister for Foreign Affairs or a Member State (for matters

relating to the common foreign and security policy), by the Commission (for other areas of

external action), or by both the Union Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Commission

together.  The decisions of the European Council shall be implemented by the Council in

accordance with the procedures provided for in the Constitution.

2. The Union Minister for Foreign Affairs, for the field of common foreign and security policy,

and the Commission, for other fields of external action, may submit joint proposals to the

Council. The Council shall adopt decisions on such joint proposals by qualified majority.

This shall not apply to matters having military or defence implications.

Explanation (if any) :  A Member State should also be able to bring forward proposals to the
Council  for a decision on the strategic interests and objectives of the Union.  The procedure
outlined at subsection 2 shall not apply to matters having military or defence implications, where
unanimity shall remain the rule (see also comment at article 9).


