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Article 15: [Judicial cooperation in criminal matter g

1 Judicial cooperation in criminal mattersin the Union shall be based on the principle of
mutual recognition of judicial decisions and shall include the approximation of legislation in
the areasreferred to in Articles[16] and [17].

2. The Eurepean-Parkament-and-the Council, acting unanimousdly after consulting the
European Parliament in-accordance with-the legislative procedure, shall adopt laws and

framework laws to:

establish rules and procedures for ensuring the recognition throughout the Union of all
forms of judgments and judicial decisions;

= prevent and settle conflicts of jurisdiction between Member States;

= facilitate all other forms of cooperation between ministries and judicial or equivalent
authorities of the Member Statesin relation to proceedingsin criminal matters and the
enforcement of decisions.

3. The European Parliament and the Council in accordance with the legidative
procedure, shall adopt laws and framewor k laws to encourage the education trairiag of
thejudiciary and judicial staff in mattersrelating to judicial cooper ation.

Explanation (if any) :
In our view, unanimity is the appropriate decision-making procedure for the more fundamental
aspects of judicial cooperation.

Presumably the Article is not intended to imply that the Union should adopt laws to encourage the
training of the judiciary in all matters.

The relationship between the second indent of paragraph 2 and the second indent of Article 19.2
(Eurgjust’srolein conflicts of jurisdiction) isnot clear.



