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Article 20: The Ceurt-ef-Justice Jurisdiction of the European Union

1.

The Ceurt-of Justice-Hretuding-the High-Court; institutional framework of the Union also
comprisestheindependent and impartial Jurisdiction of the European Union, which
shall have asitsduty to ensure compliance with law in the inter pretation and application
respectfor-the of this Constitution and-Jrtentaw. The Jurisdiction of the European Union
consists of the Court of Justice of the European Union and the General Court of the
European Union, aswell as of the Specislised Courts established in accordance with the
procedurelaid down in Part I1.

Each Court shall act within the limits of the powers conferred upon it by Part I1.

The Statute of the Jurisdiction shall belaid down in a separate Protocol to this
Constitution.

The Court of Justice shall consist of one judge from each Member State, and shall be assisted
by Advocates-General, the number of which isdetermined in the Statute. The High
General Court shall include at least one judge per Member State: the number shall be fixed
by the Statute ef-the- Court-of Justice. The statute may also provide for the General Court
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Thejudges of the Court of Justice and the General Court and the Advocates-General,
shall be chosen from per sons whose independence is beyond doubt and who possessthe
gualificationsrequired for appointment to the highest judicial officesin their respective
countries or who arejurisconsults of recognised competence. They shall be appointed by
common accord of the gover nments of the Member Statesfor aterm of six year
renewable.

The provisions on the composition of Specialised Courtsarelaid down in the decisions

For the Court of Justice the Discussion Circle, chaired by Mr Vitorino, also examined the
possibility of a non-renewable mandate of 9 or 12 years.



on their establishment.

The Judges shall be immune from legal proceedings, as provided in the Statute.

The Member Statesshall providerightsof appeal sufficient to ensure effective legal
protection in thefield of Union law.




