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Article 15: The European Parliament

1

la.

2a.

The European Parliament, which shall consist of representatives of the citizens of the
States brought together in the Union, shall exer cise the powers conferred upon it by the
Constitution.

The European Parliament shall, jointly with the Council, enact legislation and bethe
budgetary authority, aswell as exercise functions of political control and consultationﬁs
laid down in the Constitution. It shal el ects the President of the European Commission.

The European Parliament shall be directly elected by universal suffrage of European citizens
|n free and secret ballot for aterm of five years. H%membepsshau—net—exeeed—seotewhane#ed

Appropriate representation of the citizens of the States brought together in the Union is
ensured by the principle of degressive proportionality and a minimum threshold of five
Members per Member State. The number of Member s of the European Parliament shall
not eéceed 732. The number of seats per Member Stateisset out in Article X of Part
Two.

The European Parliament shall elect its President and its officers from among its Mmembers;

foraterm-of-five years.

Except wherethe Constitution provides otherwise, the Eur opean Parliament shall act by
the majority of the votes cast.

! See also the footnote concerning Article 18b, which refers to the idea of the election of the
Commission President by an Electoral College.
2 Figures for EU-25 according to the Treaty of Nice and the Treaty of Accession.



