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Text of the Praesidium

Article 34: The principle of participatory democ-
racy

1. Every citizen shall have the right to participate in
the democratic life of the Union.

2. The Union institutions shall, by appropriate
means, give citizens and representative associations
the opportunity to make known and publicly exchange
their opinions on all areas of Union action.

3. The Union institutions shall maintain an open,
transparent and regular dialogue with representative
associations and civil society.

Proposed Amendments

Article 34: The principle of participatory democ-
racy

1. Every citizen shall have the right to participate in
the democratic life of the Union.

2. The Union institutions shall, by appropriate
means, give citizens and representative associations
the opportunity to make known and publicly exchange
their opinions on all areas of Union action.

3. The Union institutions shall maintain an open,
transparent and regular dialogue with representative
associations and civil society.

New 4. The EU recognizes and promotes the role of
social partners in the Union, taking into account the
diversity of national industrial relations systems. The
EU facilitates social dialogue on the Union level be-
tween the social partners, respecting their autonomy.

Explanation:
New para 4: Relation between social partners is specifically mentioned in article 138/139 TEC and
reference should be made to their specific role in a separate para of 34 in Part I.


