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Article 31: Implementation of the area of freedom,
security and justice

1. The Union shall ensure an area of freedom, security 1—FheUnien-shal-ensure-an-area-of freedom;-security
and justice: and justice:

— by adopting laws and framework laws in — by adopting laws and framework laws in

tended in particular to approximate national tended—hr—particular—to—approximate—national
laws in the areas listed in Part Two of the Con- lawsin-the-areastisted-Hr-Part- Fweo-of the Con-

stitution; stitution:

— by promoting mutual confidence between the —byprometing-mutua—confidence-between-the
competent authorities of the Member States, in competent-adtherities-of-the- Member-States
particular on the basis of mutual recognition of particdlar-on-the basis-of-mutualrecognition-of

judicial and extrgjudicia decisions. judicial and extrajudicid decisions.

— by operational cooperation between all com- — by operational cooperation between all com-
petent authorities of the Member States for in- petent-adthorities-of-the-Member-Statesfor-in-
ternal security. ternal security.

2. Within the area of freedom, security and justice, na- 2-\Within-the-area-of-freedom,-security-andjustice-ha-
tional parliaments may participate in the evaluation tional—pariaments—ay—participate—n—the—evaluation
mechanisms foreseen in Article [4, Part Two] of the mechanismsfoereseen—n-Article[4,Part-Twol-of-the
Congtitution, and shall be involved in the political Censtitution,—and—shal—be—nveolved—nr—thepolitical
monitoring of Europol's activities in accordance with menitering-of-Europeol's-activities-aceordance-with
Article[Article 22, Part Two) of the Constitution. ArticlefArticle 22 -Part Twe)-of-the Constitution:

3. In the field of police and judicial cooperation in 3—a-the-field-of police—andjudicial-cooperation—in
crimina matters, Member States shall have a right of eriminalnatters—Member-States-shall-have-a-right-of
initiative under the arrangements set out in Article [8, Haitiative-underthe-arrangements-set-out-n-Article [8;
Part Two] of the Constitution. Part Twol of the Constitution.



Explanation:

The Community method must be applied to al fields of Union action. Therefore, thereis no need for keeping
separate procedures for the current third pillar in Part One of the Constitution. If the Convention plenary so
decides, exceptions to the general rule in Article 25 para 1 could be laid down in Part Two of the Constitu-
tion and be subject to an evolutionary clause. Content of Article 31 is already integrated in other parts of the
Constitution, e.g. Role of National Parliamentsin Art. 22, part 2. See EPP Group amendment to Articles 24-

33.



