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Article I-3: The Union’s objectives

1. The Union’s aim is to promote peace, its values and the well-being of its peoples.

2. The Union shall offer its citizens peoples an area of freedom, security and justice without

internal frontiers, and a single market where competition is free and undistorted.

3. The Union shall work for a Europe of sustainable development based on economic growth,

with a social market economy aiming at full employment, and social progress.

It shall aim at a high level of protection and improvement of the quality of the environment. It

shall promote life long learning, scientific and technological advance.

It shall combat social exclusion and shall promote social justice and the high degree of social

protection, non-discrimination, equality between women and men, the high level of health,

the quality of work, solidarity between generations, and protection of children’s rights.

It shall guarantee universal accessibility of services of general interest which are

financially viable, of high quality and organised on the basis of solidarity by the

individual Member States.

It shall promote economic, social and territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member

States.



The Union shall respect rich cultural and linguistic diversity, and shall ensure that Europe’s

cultural heritage is safeguarded and enhanced.
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